Thanks for taking the time to stand up to ensure that HIV/AIDS Prevention is a priority in Indian Country.

- Call 1-888-436-8427 to be connected to your members of Congress.

- Don’t forget to call 3 times, once for your Representative and once for each of your two Senators.

- Please be polite. Ask to talk with someone who can speak to the Senator or Representative’s position that handles Native American issues. If they don’t have a specific staff person who handles Native American issues, then ask for the staff person who handles Health issues.

Samples of what to say:

Encourage them to declare their support by using the following example.

“I am calling to ask (Senator or Representative ______) to support HIV Prevention in Indian Country. The Centers For Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in its recent grant awards for HIV/AIDS capacity building, eliminated funding for the work of the National Native American AIDS Prevention Center, the single national agency that has been serving American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian communities for the past 22 years. American Indians and Alaska Natives have the third highest rate of new HIV infections in the country based on population. I want CDC to allocate funding specifically to the National Native American AIDS Prevention Center to support their prevention work in Indian Country.”
Additional Talking Points: 

DATA

· American Indians and Alaska Natives have the third highest rate of new HIV infections in the country based on population. 

· American Indians and Alaska Natives have the shortest survival rate once AIDS has been diagnosed, followed by Native Hawaiians.

· Of all of the Native people who have been diagnosed, 50% have already died from AIDS related complications and the devastation of HIV/AIDS is affecting all corners of Indian Country.

· In 2007, 40% of the American Indian women living with AIDS acquired the virus through injection drug use, the highest percentage of injection drug use acquisition of any ethnic or racial group.
· In 2007, 57% of American Indian and Alaska Native women living with either HIV or AIDS acquired the virus through heterosexual contact.

FUNDING

· The CDC allocated dollars specifically earmarked for technical assistance in Native communities in the previous grant announcement, but eliminated such specific language and distinctions in the current funding opportunity. 

· The CDC has funded national agencies to provide training and technical assistance on HIV prevention in all other racial classifications, except American Indian and Alaska Natives.

AGENCY
· The National Native American AIDS Prevention Center (NNAAPC), a non-profit organization based in Denver, is the only national, Native-specific agency that works solely to combat the impact and spread of HIV/AIDS in Native communities. 
· NNAAPC has been fighting for the health of indigenous people since 1987, by providing advocacy, education, materials, resources, training, and technical assistance for HIV/AIDS prevention. 
