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


          

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

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
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NCAI 2006 Annual Session                                                                     Resolution SAC-06-002
	
	 WHEREAS, American Indians and Alaska Natives constitute less than 1% of the total HIV/AIDS 
cases causing the disproportionate impact of this disease to garner national attention and public health effort; 
and

	 WHEREAS, the abovementioned rates and statistics are held suspect and are believed to be much 
higher than the true rates of infection and death which are underreported due to lack of access to medical 
diagnosis, misclassification, and/or poor reporting; and

	 WHEREAS, there is potential for a great increase of HIV/AIDS in American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian communities, as evidenced by several co-risk factors such as high rates of sexually 
transmitted disease in our communities (i.e. gonorrhea, syphilis, and Chlamydia), poverty, social stigma (i.e. 
discrimination, racism, homophobia), high substance abuse rates; and

	 WHEREAS, the status of HIV/AIDS epidemic among American Indian and Alaska Native people 
is a public health crisis that requires a focused national effort to bring attention to the prevention needs of 
American Indian people and to raise the awareness of the American public, the Administration, the Congress, 
and public health agencies of this issue.

	 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NCAI does hereby support the National 
American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian HIV/AIDS Awareness Day in its efforts to bring 
tribal and national awareness of HIV/AIDS among Native peoples to prevent its spread and to encourage 
HIV/AIDS testing; and

	 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI encourages all Native, as well as
national and regional Native organizations to work together to develop strategies and commit the necessary 
resources to bring this effort to fruition; and

	 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is withdrawn 
or modified by subsequent resolution.

CERTIFICATION

The foregoing resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2006 63rd Annual Session of the 
National Congress of American Indians, held at the Sacramento Convention Center in Sacramento, California 
on October 1-6, 2006, with a quorum present.


