ACTIVITY: PROCESSING A STORY
Read the following Seminole story, Men Visit the Sky*:

Near the beginning of time, five Seminole Indian men wanted to visit the sky to see
the Great Spirit. They traveled to the East, walking for about a month. Finally, they
arrived at land's end. They tossed their baggage over the end and they, too,
disappeared beyond earth's edge. Down, down, down the Indians dropped for a
while, before starting upward again toward the sky. For a long time they traveled
westward. At last, they came to a lodge where there lived an old, old woman.

"Tell me, for whom are you looking?" she asked feebly.
"We are on our way to see the Great Spirit Above," they replied.
"It is not possible to see him now," she said. "You must stay here for a while first."

That night the five Seminole Indian men strolled a little distance from the old
woman's lodge, where they encountered a group of angels robed in white and
wearing wings. They were playing a ball game the men recognized as one played by
the Seminoles. Two of the men decided they would like to remain and become
angels. The other three preferred to return to earth.

Then to their surprise, the Great Spirit appeared and said, "So be it!"

A large cooking pot was placed on the fire. When the water was boiling, the two
Seminoles who wished to stay were cooked! When only their bones were left, the
Great Spirit removed them from the pot, and put their bones back together again.
He then draped them with a white cloth and touched them with his magic wand. The
Great Spirit brought the two Seminole men back to life! They wore beautiful white
wings and were called men-angels.

"What do you three men wish to do?" asked the Great Spirit.

"If we may, we prefer to return to our Seminole camp on earth,"” replied the three
Seminoles.

"Gather your baggage together and go to sleep at once," directed the Great Spirit.
Later, when the three Seminole men opened their eyes, they found themselves safe
at home again in their own Indian camp.

"We are happy to return and stay earthbound. We hope never to venture skyward
again in search of other mysteries," they reported to the Chief of the Seminoles.

! Seminole. Men visit the sky. Native American Lore Index page. Available at:
http://www.ilhawaii.net/~stony/lore44.html. Accessed February 16, 2007.




Now answer the following questions.

What do you think the lesson/moral of the story is?

What values are presented in this story?

What do you think happened after this story ended?

How can you apply the lesson of this story to what you're facing?

What does this story teach you about relationships and the responsibility of being in

relationships?

What character in the story do you identify with and why?

Draw an image from the story that stands out in your mind.



